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An exceptionally high performing professional 
and learning culture creating excellent 

achievement for all. 
 
 

Remembered for All the Right Reasons 

 

 

Music Policy 
Rights Respecting School Agenda 

 
We have the right to go to school 

We have the right to learn. 
 
 

 
This policy will be equality impact assessed with regard to disability, gender and race at the 
time of review and issues arising will be carried forward into the equality action plan. 

 
 
Date agreed:  November 2018 
Date of next review: November 2021 
 

Chater Infant School is a Rights Respecting School 

Chater Infant School 
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Therefore we adhere to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Articles 
particularly pertinent to this policy are: 

Article 3 - The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all actions concerning children. 

Article 28 - Every child has the right to an education.  

Article 31- Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and 
artistic activities.  

At Chater Infant School we have gained recognition of our work as a Rights Respecting School.  
Each class has its own agreement and the school has a Whole School Agreement that outlines 
the rights and responsibilities of all pupils. 

 

AIMS 

Chater Infant School understands that music can inspire and motivate children, and play an 

important role in their personal development. Music can also help children develop a greater 

appreciation of the world we live in, by understanding different cultures and societies through 

music. 

 

Chater Infant School delivers a broad and balanced music curriculum, in line with national 

requirements, which enables pupils to: 

 

 Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. 

 Learn to sing and use their voices. 

 Create and compose music on their own and alongside their peers. 

 Have the opportunities to learn a musical instrument, use technology properly and to 

progress to the next level of musical excellence. 

 Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 

through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 

structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

Legal Framework 

This policy has due regard to statutory guidance, including, but not limited to, the following:  

DfE (2013) ‘Music programmes of study: Key Stages 1’  

 

DfE (2017) ‘Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’ 

 

1. The Music Curriculum at Chater Infant School 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
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1.1. All pupils in the EYFS are taught music as an integral part of the topic work covered 

during the academic year. 

1.2. All musical objectives within the EYFS are underpinned by the objectives of the 

early learning goals (ELGs). 

1.3. The music curriculum in the EYFS is delivered with particular reference to the 

ELG16 – exploring and using media and materials, which enables children to: 

 Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of developing 

the sounds and movements used. 

 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

 Use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking 

about uses and purposes. 

 Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and 

technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories.  

National Curriculum (Year 1 and 2) 

1.4. All pupils within KS1 are taught music in line with the requirements of the national 

curriculum. 

1.5. In KS1, pupils will be taught to: 

 Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes. 

 Play tuned and un-tuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 

and recorded music. 

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. :  

 

Year 1  

 

Exploring Songs and Singing, Seasonal songs, Exploring Sounds, Duration, 
Pulse, Pitch, Instruments, Year 1 Performance 
 
 

Year 2 Exploring Songs and Singing, African Music (Pitch, Duration, Pulse, Rhythm, 
Beat, Dynamics, Drums), Superhero Music (creating music using tuned and un-
tuned instruments), Musical Appreciation of Music around the World (reflective 
of cultures in the class/school), Year 2 Performance 
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2. Cross-curricular links  

Where possible, Music is embedded into the topic that the children are learning about and may 

also be taught in different subjects across the curriculum including P.E., Science and Maths.  The 

teaching of our Music curriculum is used to reflect our school community.  Songs, chants and 

music from different cultures are taught and listened to in class or in assemblies.  Songs and 

music are carefully selected to link into our PSHE themes or events and occasions that are 

celebrated at Chater Infants for our assemblies. Our weekly singing assemblies have enriched our 

Music curriculum as children can practise a repertoire of songs.  As a school, we encourage 

individuals and groups to participate in music activities and performances.  These may include 

assemblies, class assemblies, festivals, concerts and music in Art Week.   Children have the 

opportunity to take part in the school ‘Talent Show’ and can prepare their performances at home 

and at school before performing live on a stage in front of an audience.  Year 1 and Year 2 both 

have end of term performances in the Spring and Summer term respectively.  Year 2 children 

have been invited to the KS1 Music Festival at Watford Boys Grammar School to sing alongside 

Year 2 children from other local schools and teachers from Watford Boys Grammar.  To broaden 

our children’s experience of listening and appreciating live music, we also invite musicians to play 

their instruments so that children can learn more about music.   

2.1. Wherever possible, the music curriculum will provide opportunities to establish links 

with other curriculum areas. 

2.2. English 

 Pupils develop their language skills through singing songs 

 Pupils develop their communication and listening skills through learning to 

listen to and interpret music, and communicate their ideas effectively.  

2.3. Mathematics 

 Pupils develop their understanding of patterns and processes, through 

practising rhythm and paying attention to the structure of music. 

2.4. ICT 

 Pupils learn to use technology to compose music. 

 Pupils listen to music electronically. 
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2.5. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 Pupils learn to work effectively with their peers and others, and build positive 

relationships. 

 Pupils learn to build their self-confidence through learning to play 

percussion instruments and participating in musical performances. 

 Pupils learn to reflect on mood and senses through listening to and 

interpreting music. 

 Pupils develop an understanding of other cultures and develop positive 

attitudes through appreciating music from other societies.  

3. Teaching and learning 

3.1. Music lessons are delivered once a week. 

3.2. The teaching of music is delivered by the class teacher or Learning Support 

Assistant 

3.3. Pupils will undertake independent work, and will have the opportunity to work in 

groups and discuss work with other pupils. 

3.4. Lessons focus on a wide range of musical skills and understanding, including the 

following: 

 Singing in tune and alongside others 

 Appreciating different forms of music 

 Listening to music, progressing to extended pieces of music as pupils move 

through year groups 

 Representing feelings and emotions through music 

 Recognising pulse and pitch 

3.5. The classroom teacher, in collaboration with the subject leader, will ensure that the 

needs of all pupils are met by: 

 Setting tasks which can have a variety of responses.  

 Providing a wide range of resources. 

 Setting tasks of varying difficulty.  

 Utilising teaching assistants to ensure that pupils are effectively supported.  
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4. Planning 

4.1. Planning of the music curriculum is tailored towards three areas of progress: 

 Increasing breadth and range of musical experiences 

 Increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities 

 Increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in pupils’ music-making  

 

4.2. The school creates long-term, medium-term and short-term plans for delivery of the 

music curriculum.  

4.3. The planning is informed by a wide range of online resources and published music 

schemes 

4.4. The subject leader is responsible for reviewing long-term and medium-term plans. 

4.5. Teachers are responsible for reviewing and updating short-term plans, building on 

the medium-term plans, taking into account pupils’ needs. 

4.6. All lessons will have clear learning objectives, which are shared and reviewed with 

pupils.  

5. Assessment and reporting 

5.1. Pupils will be assessed and their progression recorded in line with the school’s 

Primary Assessment Policy.  

5.2. Nursery pupils aged will l be assessed in accordance with the ‘Statutory framework 

for the early years foundation stage’, in order to identify a pupils’ strengths and 

identify areas where progress is less than expected. 

5.3. An EYFS Profile will be completed for each pupil in the final term of the academic 

year in which they reach age five.  

5.4. The progress and development of pupils within the EYFS is assessed against the 

early learning goals outlined in the ‘Statutory framework for the early years 

foundation stage’.  

5.5. The progress of pupils with SEND will be monitored by the SENDCO.  

6. Musical events and opportunities 

6.1. All pupils are encouraged to participate in any additional musical opportunities to 

enhance their learning and development. 

6.2. Where possible Chater Infant School strives to provide a school choir. The school 

choir meets on a weekly basis to allow pupils to enjoy singing together. Where 

possible the school choir also performs in public on a number of occasions 

throughout the year. 
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7. Resources 

7.1. The subject leader is responsible for the management and maintenance of musical 

resources, as well as for liaising with the School Administrator in order to purchase 

further resources.  

7.2. Musical resources will be stored in the hall, including books and percussion 

instruments. 

7.3. The subject leader will undertake an audit of musical equipment and resources on 

an annual basis.   

8. Equal opportunities 

8.1. All pupils will have equal access to the music curriculum.  

8.2. Gender, learning ability, physical ability, ethnicity, linguistic ability and/or cultural 

circumstances will not impede pupils from accessing music lessons.  

8.3. Where it is inappropriate for a pupil to participate in a lesson because of reasons 

related to any of the factors outlined above, the lessons will be adapted to meet the 

pupil’s needs and alternative arrangements involving extra support will be provided 

where necessary.  

8.4. All efforts will be made to ensure that cultural and gender differences are positively 

reflected in lessons and the teaching materials used. 

9. Monitoring and review 

9.1. This policy will be reviewed regularly by the subject leader.  

9.2. The subject leader will monitor teaching and learning in the subject at Chater Infant 

School, ensuring that the content of the national curriculum is covered. 

9.3. Governors monitor and review the impact of this policy.   

9.4. Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all teaching staff. 

             


